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The rather significant interpretation of the experiments is stated by the 
authors as follows: 

(i) A comparison of the numbers imderweight in various school populations is 
not valid, aside from other conditioning factors, unless the measurements are taken at 
the same period of the year. 

(2) The definition of malnutrition or imdernourishment as a fimction of the 
height-weight relationships with the acceptance of a 7 per cent standard is not sta- 
tistically justified. 

(3) The static standards, as 7 per cent for all ages, do not seem justified. From 
this same school only 23 per cent of 223 fifth-grade children entering in September, 
1918, were found underweight according to this standard; 50.7 per cent of 126 
firstgrade children entering in September, 1919, were found underweight [pp. 155-36]- 

The book also contains an interesting chapter concerning the relationship 
between the mental capacity and the physical development of the children 
studied, in which the various mental tests used are described and the individual 
scores for all cases are given. The lack of any striking results here may be 
due to the fact that the degree of malnutrition in many cases was not sufficient 
to contrast strongly with that of an average group. The final chapters of the 
book outline a program of research and of educational treatment for nutrition 
cases. 

While the results of the experiments reported are not of extraordinary 
significance, the careful discussion of method makes the book of considerable 
value. The book will be of special interest to schools which are contemplating 
health work of this kind. 

G. T. B. 



Teachers' pensions. — One of the problems that has engaged the attention 
of the educational public for a number of years is that of providing for the 
support of teachers who through old age or disability are compelled to retire 
from active service. Many attempts have been made to secure legislative 
enactments for pensions or old-age insurance for teachers, but for the most 
part these attempts have met with indifferent success. One of the greatest 
difficulties has been the lack of an adequate body of concrete facts concerning 
the salaries of teachers, the probable distribution of retirements within a given 
period of years, the financial feasibility of teachers who are near the age of 
retirement participating in the plan of providing pensions or insurance, the ac- 
tuarial principles involved in soxmd insurance or pension policies, etc. A 
beginning at least is made toward suppljnng just such needed concrete data 
by the Women's Educational and Industrial Union in its recent publication' 
edited by the director, Lucile Eaves. This report is the beginning of a very 

' Lucile Eaves, editor, Old Age Support of Women Teachers. Boston: Spartan 
Press, Inc., 1921. Pp. 122. 
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comprehensive undertaking on the part of the Union, as is shown in the intro- 
duction: 

This account of the provisions for old-age support made by Massachusetts school 
teachers, and of their conditions of living during the period of retirement from active 
services, is a preliminary report of a co-operative investigation in which it is hoped to 
enlist groups of students, teachers, and college graduates in many parts of the country 
Ip. 31 

The first two chapters deal respectively with the personal characteristics 
and length of service of the women teachers of Massachusetts and the economic 
status of these teachers while in active service. The third and fourth chapters 
deal with the resoxirces of the women teachers of Massachusetts at the time of 
retirement and the old-age living conditions of retired Boston teachers. Accu- 
rate bodies of facts are presented, and certain conclusions are set forth in the 
light of the concrete data presented. A free use has been made of tables and 
simple graphs which enable one to get at the important facts readily. Chapter v 
presents a number of questions for fxirther discussion by co-operating investiga- 
tors. For example, such questions as the following are proposed: 

What forms of old-age insurance are best adapted to the needs of self-supporting 
women ? When should teachers begin setting aside savings for old-age ? What forms 
of investment are best suited to the needs of teachers ? [Pp. 92, 94, 96]. 

The appendix gives a brief account of the care of older women employees 
by Boston retail stores. It also gives a number of statistical tables which 
are referred to throughout the chapter discussions. 

The book will be very valuable to all persons who are interested in the 
securing of practical legislation for pensioning superannuated teachers. It 
furnishes a basis for considering intelligently the vital issues involved in the 
problem and makes possible the critical evaluation of three possibilities, 
namely, pensions proper, old-age insurance, and independent incomes from 
personal investments which have been made possible through adequate remu- 
neration during the period of active service. It opens up a series of stimula- 
ting questions and lays the basis for a comprehensive co-operative contribution 
to this field of educational administration. 

H. W. NUTT 

New methods in geography. — Modern geography is not concerned with 
land forms, climate, and other elements of physical environment as such. 
Instead, it is concerned primarily with the influences of physical environment 
on hiunan activities. The problem method, if rightly employed, is one means 
of focusing the attention of students of the subject upon these influences rather 
than upon unrelated studies of area, surface, size, drainage, and the like. 
To spread an understanding of the differences between the old geography and 
the new and to show some of the contributions which geography organized 



